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tion is no explanation.   It adds injury to insult.
A BADGE OF SUBSERVIENCE
Every Indian publicist knows that when a duty was placed
on cotton goods imported, an excise cotton duty was placed on
Indian production solely in the interest of Lancashire and it still
remains in spite of protests and in spite even of promise that it
Would be reconsidered. This duty is a continuing reminder to us
of the subordination of India's interest to England's. Some
friends who only know my strong, indeed passionate, preference
for hand-spun to the exclusion of mill-spun cannot understand
my advocacy of preference for Indian mill-spun. A little reflec-
tion must however show the consistency between the two policies.
Foreign cloth must be totally banished from the Indian market,
if India is to become an economically free nation, if her pea-
santry is to be freed from chronic pauperism, if that peasantry
is to find honourable employment during times of famine and
such other visitations. Protection of her staple industry is her
birthright. I would therefore protect the Indian mills against
foreign competition even though for the time being it may
result in mulcting the poor people. Such mulcting can take
place only if the mill-owners be so unpatriotic as to raise prices
owing to the monopoly they may secure. I have therefore no
hesitation in advocating the repeal of cotton excise duties and im-
position of a prohibitive import duty.
Similarly and consistently I would protect hand-spun khad-
dar against the home mills. And I know that if only foreign
competition is avoided khaddar will be protected without diffi-
culty. Foreign cloth will be banished when public opinion be-
comes effectively powerful. The same power will insure the pro-
tection of khaddar against mills. But my strong belief is that
khaddar will come to its own without any unseemly war with the
mills* But, whilst khaddar has only a limited number of votaries,
they, the votaries, must necesslarily preach khaddar in preference
to and to the exclusion of yarn and cloth manufactured even in
our mills. To give the option is to kill khaddar.
MILL KHADI
But says the impatient patriot, "Surely you can have no cor-
ner for the mills in your heart when the mill-owners do not
hesitate even to palm off fraudulent imitations of khadi on the
gullible public/' I know this imitation khadi. I have purposely
kept the precious samples in front of me in order to warn me of